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In	1888,	the	eccentric	French	composer	Erik	Satie	published	three	short,	
atmospheric	piano	solos	called	Gymnopédies.	The	first,	marked	Lent	et	

douloureux,	is	perhaps	one	of	the	most	famous	piano	solos	penned	during	the	
late	Romantic	era.	The	haunting	melody	fits	perfectly	the	peaceful	timbre	of	the	

alto	flute.	
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